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there is not in the whole province of Arracan a spot more
likely to reward the industry of a population at all adequate
to its area.    Sugar-cane, tobacco, hemp, cotton, and rice, all
grow most luxuriantly, and the cattle of the island are the
finest I observed in the province.    The roadstead on the east
is, however, inconvenient, as vessels are compelled to anchor
about two miles from the mouth of the creek, which leads to the
principal settlement of the island, and which must at all times
occasion considerable delay in the receipt and discharge of
cargoes.    The area of the island may be computed at 400
square miles, of which, nearly the whole consists of a rich
productive soil, and as the interior is much more free from
jungle than that of any other on the coast, it would appear to
be a very favourable spot for locating a certain portion of
those culprits who are annually sentenced to transportation:
many incorrigible convicts might be advantageously transfer-
red from our swarming jails to this island, where they could he
easily and efficiently guarded, and made to assist in all such
works, as might contribute to the development of its natural
resources, and to their own support.

23rd. The military force of the province consists of one
regiment of native  infantry, the Arracan local battalion, a
flotilla of gun-boats, and a brigade of guns ; the head-quar-
ters of the regulars are at Kyouk Phyoo, and the only detach-
ments from it are two companies permanently stationed at
Sandoway, and the escort of the resident at Ava, consisting of
1 subadar, 1 jemadar, 3 havildars, 5 naicks, 1 drummer, and
32 sepoys. The artillery and flotilla are also at Kyouk Phyoo.
The head-quarters of the Arracan local battalion, which con-
sists of four companies of 100 sepoys each, are stationed at
Akyab, from whence they furnish details of guards for the
duties of every district of the province requiring the presence
of troops.   At Sandoway there is one full company of 100
men, which is broken into 11 detachments, occupying an equal
number of posts in different parts of the district. About two-
thirds of another company are posted on the Kuladyne river,
and in the vicinity of the Aeng pass, and the remainder are
employed on civil duties in Akyab, leaving by the returns